LifeWay  taking  the  next  step 


of  HERO 
continue 
the  fight 


HOUSTON,  Texas  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  A  law¬ 
suit  brought  by  local  pas¬ 
tors  and  others  seeking  a 
vote  on  the  Houston  Equal 
Rights  Ordinance  (HERO) 
will  be  decided  by  a  jury 
rather  than  a  judge,  a  Texas 
district  judge  has  ruled  in  a 
decision  pro-family  activ¬ 
ists  label  a  victory. 

The  ordinance,  approved 
in  May  of  last  year  oy  the 
Houston  City  Council  with 
the  strong  backing  of  les¬ 
bian  Mayor  Annise  Parker, 
extends  civil  rights  protec¬ 
tion  to  individuals  based 
on  their  sexual  orientation 
and  gender  identity.  Crit¬ 
ics  contend  it  would  allow 
men  who  declare  them¬ 
selves  transgender  to  use 
women’s  restrooms,  among 
other  concerns. 

Within  a  few  weiks  of  the 
ordinance’s  passage,  a  peti¬ 
tion  drive  garnered  more 
than  50,000  signatories  de¬ 
manding  the  controversial 
measure  go  before  voters. 
City  Secretary  Anna  Russell 
validated  more  than  enough 
to  call  an  election,  but  City 
Attorney  David  Feldman 


Nashville  property  sale 
passes  feasibility  phase 


environment,"  Rainer  said.  “We  need  a 
workplace  designed  to  support  the  tech¬ 
nologies,  collaboration,  and culture  need¬ 
ed  for  today's  and  tomorrow’s  successful 
national  and  international  ministry." 

LifeWay  hired  a  local  design  and  con¬ 
sulting  firm,  Gresham,  Smith  and  Part¬ 
ners  (GSP),  to  help  determine  the 

_ >  . _ _  e _ «  _ _ . 


LifeWay’*  downtown  campus  includes  ueta  rGSPX  to  be^  drtmmne^  Ae^nse 
nine  buildings  with  more  than  one  mil-  chur^^  more  effectively  and  efficiently, 
lion  square  feet  of  office,  warehouse,  and  Rainer  said  planners  estimate  con- 

P*rkW  •PJ*e-  “*,ner  .r*Y°n*  to  st ruction  of  a  new  building  would  take  at 
consider  selling  the  property  include:  |e(8t  ^  y^n  This  u  an  exciting  time 

■  Changes  over  the  last  50  years  m  that  ^14  heip  shape  LifeWay  and  our 

how  Life  Way  does  ministry  have  created  millis,rieg  for  decades  into  the  future, 
a  need  for  workspaces  that  support  Life-  Want  to  ^  the  very  best  stewards  of 
Way’s  technologies,  strategies,  and  cul-  whjlt  ^  Southern  Baptists,  and  our 
ture  now  and  in  the  future.  churches  have  entrusted  to  our  care  so  we 

■  LifeWay  uses  only  one-third  of  its  mi-bt  honor  Him  now  and  in  the  future." 

current  space  LifeWay  began  in  1891  a*  the  vision  of 

■  The  opportunity  to  build  a  new  fa-  43-year-old  pastor  J.M.  Frost  and  was 
cility  designed  specifically  for  the  min-  known  then  as  the  Sunday  School  Boird 
istries  LifeWay  provides  now  and  in  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

that  would  allow  the  the  future.  In  addition  to  its  downtown  Nash- 

If  the  property  does  sell,  Rainer  said,  ville  facilities,  LifeWay  cun-ently  owns 
his  ‘very  strong  preference  is  for  the  nearly  200  LifeWay  Christian  Stores  in 
ministry  to  stay  in  downtown  Nash-  28  states  -  including  six  stores  in  Mis- 
LifeWay  is  looking  at  several  piec-  sissippi  -  and  1300-acre  Ridgecrest 
es  of  property  in  the  downtown  area  as  Conference  Center  near  Asheville, 
sites  to  build  a  North  Carolina. 

According  to  the  entity’s  web  site, 
was  de-  LifeWay  resources  can  be  found  in  more 
f  the  last  than  120  countries  around  the  world 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  reports)  - 

LifeWay  Christian  Resources  is  moving 
forward  with  the  possible  sale  of  its  Nash¬ 
ville  property  after  a  feasibility  study  re¬ 
turned  positive  results,  according  to  the 
head  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
entity  formerly  known  as  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 

The  results  of  the  study  confirmed  there 
was  interest  favorable  enough  for  us  to  take 
another  step,"  reported  Thom  S.  Rainei,  Life- 
Way’s  president  and  chief  executive  officer. 

Five  months  ago,  LifeWay  announced 
a  preliminary  study  of  the  feasibility  of 
setting  the  ministry  *  14.5-acre  campus  in 
downtown  Nashville  that  would  allow  the 
organization  to  relocate  to  facilities  better 
suited  to  LifeWay’ s  future. 

LifeWay  has  had  conversations  with  lo¬ 
cal,  regional,  and  national  entities  about  ville. 
selling  the  property  and  accepted  offers  .  . 

through  mid-January.  "Well  then  begin  potential 
an  involved  process  of  studying,  compar-  new  building. 


‘Most  of  our  current  sj 
signed  and  built  in  the  mid< 


*****  Historical  Library  &  Archive 

■*  Nashville,  TN  - 


tram  the  editor 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


A  sad  observance 


o 


n  January  22  an  anniversary 
was  observed,  but  not  a  typi- 
f  cal  amiversary  with  which 
we  associate  joy  and  optimism^ 
Quite  the  contrary.  This  sad  anni¬ 
versary  marks  the  42nd  year  since 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  handed 
down  its  devastating  decision  in 
Roe  u.  Wade,  which  legalized  abor¬ 
tion  on  demand  in  this  country 
throughout  the  entire  nine  months 
of  pregnancy. 

On  that  cold  winter  day  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D  C.  the  vote  among  the 
justices  wasn't  even  close  at  7-2, 
with  only  Byron  White  and  future 
Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist 
voting  ajains^  legalizmg  abortion. 

or  history  of  the  Constituticmlto 
support  the  Court’s  judgment/ 
wrote  White  in  his  dissenting 
opinion.  The  Court  simply  fash¬ 
ions  and  announces  a  new  consti- 
1  right  for  pregnant  mothers 


f  for  its  action,  invests  TS? 
right  with  sufficient  substance  to 
override  most  existing  state  abor¬ 
tion  statutes." 

Even  the  anonymous  Jane  Roe, 
for  whom  the  Roe  v.  Wade  case  was 


styled,  renounced  her  role  in  the 
whole  sordid  affair  so  profoundly 
that  she  allowed  heraelf  to  finally 
be  identified.  Norma  McCorvey, 
who  .became  a  Christian  and  is 
now  67  years  of  age,  wants  noth¬ 
ing  more  to  do  with  this  legal  and 
moral  travesty. 

"It  was  my  pseudonym,  Jane 
Roe,  which  nad  been  used  to  create 
the  ‘right'  to  abortion  out  of  legal 
thin  air.  But  Sarah  Weddington 
and  Linda  Coffey  (her  Roe  v.  Wade 
attorneys)  never  told  me  that  what 
I  was  signing  would  allow  women 
to  come  up  to  me  15,  ?o  years  later 
and  say.  Thank  you  for  allowing 
me  to  have  my  five  or  six  abor¬ 
tions.  Without  you,  it  wouldn't 
have  been  possible.’" 

Almost  57  million  American 
babies  have  gone  to  their  deaths 
in  the  past  42  years.  Abortion  is 
just  plain  wrong  (Psalm  106:37- 
*3;  Godc*™* 


heavy  price  for  our  rebellion,  thus 
it  has  been,  and  thus  it  shall  be 
until  Jesus  returns. 

Why  do  we  think  we’re  any 
different? 


Is  the  Bible  the  final  Word? 


Some  scholars  today  cast  doubt 
over  the  canon  of  Scripture, 
those  66  books  that  the  church 
has  long  held  to  be  the  complete  writ¬ 
ten  revelation  of  God.  They  justify 
their  views  by  claiming: 

■  that  surviving  texts  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  are  corrupt  and  there¬ 
fore  unreliable,  or 

■  that  early  church  leaders  deliber¬ 
ately  excluded  certain  books  for  per¬ 
sonal  or  political  reasons. 

As  Craig  L  Blomberg  responds  in  his 
book.  Can  We  Still  Believe  the  Bible?, 
“...there  is  not  a  shred  of  historical  evi¬ 
dence  to  support  either  of  these  claims; 
anyone  choosing  to  believe  them  must 
do  so  by  pure  credulity,  flying  in  the  face 
of  all  the  evidence  that  actually  exists." 
What  if  we  discovered  an  apostolic 


writing  that  has  remained  hidden  for  the 
last  2,000  years?  For  example,  in  1  Cor¬ 
inthians  5:9,  Paul  alludes  to  an  earlier 
letter  to  fellow  believers  in  Corinth.  We 
don’t  have  that  letter,  nor  are  we  aware 
of  its  specific  contents. 

Let’s  say.  however,  that  archaeologists 
unearth  a  clay  pot  containing  a  manu¬ 
script  dating  from  the  mid-first  century 
and  fitting  tne  description  of  Paul’s 
letter.  Should  the  church  welcome  3 
Corinthians  as  the  28th  book  of  the  New 
Testament?  Not  so  fast. 

The  New  Testament  offers  hints  of  the 
process  of  canonization,  but  little  more. 

As  Jesus  prepares  His  followers  for  His 
passion  and  return  to  heaven,  He  prom¬ 
ises  to  send  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  will 
enable  the  disciples  to  remember  Jesus’ 
teaching  (John  14:26),  testify  further 
about  mm  (John  15:26),  ana  proclaim 
truth  (John  16:13). 

In  other  words,  the  same  Holy  Spirit 
who  authors  Scripture  will  ensure  tl 
aumermc  Tesnmonies  aDour  jwus  a 
written,  preserved,  and  shared. 

Some  New  Testament  books  receive  a 
great  deal  of  scrutiny  before  their  inclu- 
sion,  most  notably  Hebrews,  James,  2 
Peter,  2-3  John,  Jude,  and  Revela’>n.  ******* 
Some  don’t  make  the  cut  for  a  variety  of 
reasons,  such  as  the  gnostic  gospels  of 
Judas,  Barnabas,  and  Thomas. 

So,  what  criteria  did  the  early  church 
use  as  a  guide?  Blomberg  notes  three 
predominant  requirements:  apostolicity, 
catholicity,  and  orthodoxy. 


BSptistRecord 


Guest  opinion 

with  Rob  Phillips 


evenr  bo 

is  written  by  an  apostle,  but  rather  that 
each  book  is  written  during  the  apostolic 
age.  In  addition,  no  book  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  is  more  than  one  person  removed 
from  an  apostle  or  another  authoritative 
eyewitness  of  the  life  of  Christ. 

Mark,  for  example,  is  not  an  apostle, 
but  he  is  a  traveling  companion  of  both 
Peter  and  Paul.  Early  church  tradition 
attributes  much  of  Mark’s  Gospel  to 
the  memoirs  of  Peter.  Luke,  in  a  similar 
manner,  travels  with  Paul  and  interviews 
eyewitnesses  of  Jesus. 

Catholicity  has  nothingto  do  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  word  "cath¬ 
olic"  simply  means  “universal."  Catholic¬ 
ity  means  that  believers  throughout  the 
world  to  which  Christianity  was  spread¬ 
ing  were  in  agreement  on  the  value  of 
these  books  and  used  them  widely. 

No  books  that  were  found  only  among 
one  sect  of  Christianity  or  in  a  single 
geographical  location  are  included  in  the 
New  Testament  canon. 

Orthodoxy  refers  to  the  faithfulness  of 
the  books  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and 
the  apostles. 

Blomberg  writes,  “It  is  a  criterion  that 
could  not  have  developed  if  people  had 


ing  the  church  in  its  earliest  centuries 
were  parasitic  on  orthodoxy.  That  is  to 
say,  tne  heresies  developed  in  response 
to  apostolic  doctrine  —  modifying  it, 
challenging  it,  trying  to  refute  it,  supple¬ 
menting  it  or  simply  rejecting  it" 

By  the  late  second  century,  we  see 
lists  of  20-22  books  accepted  as  authori¬ 
tative,  increasing  to  23  early  in  the  third 
century,  and  finally  to  27  by  no  later 
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I  -  In  thia  2010  file  photo,  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing 
at  the  Baptist  Building  in  downtown  Jackson  sita  filled  with  50  million 
pennies  to  mark  each  child  miaaing  due  to  abortion*  that  had  occurred 
to  that  point  Although  the  memorial  haa  been  taken  down  since  thia 
photograph,  a  permanent  fund  wa*  established  with  the  pennies  to 
support  ministries  that  assist  women  in  crieia  pregnancies.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Documentary  picks  up  where  'Unbroken'  ends 


On  the  web 

Visit  biHygraham  tv  to  view  Louis  Zarrv 
penm  Captured  by  Grace,  the  30-minute 
BGEA  documentary  that  draws  from 
Zampeoni's  own  testimony  and  his  k>n^ 
time  relationship  with  Billy  Graham 


before  telling  the  most  important  aspects  “The  only  one  purpose"  of  the  docu- 
of  Zamperinf  s  life  that  were  detailed  in  mentary  is  “to  tell  people  about  Jesus . 
the  bestselling  Laura  Hillenbrand  book,  Christ  and  that  was  really  at  Louie's 
Unbroken:  A  World  War  II  Story  of  Sur-  heart  as  well,"  Graham  said.  “He  wanted 
rival.  Resilience,  and  Redemption.  to  tell  people  how  Jesus  changed  his  life. 

“I  think  that’s  what  the  remarkable  We  want  people  to  come  to  know  Christ, 
story  of  Unbroken  is  all  about.  Louis  was  We  want  to  see  people  give  their  life  over 
not  a  man  that  was  unbroken,  he  was  to  Christ  just  like  Louis." 
actually  broken  when  he  came  home,"  Many  can  identify  with  Louis’  strug- 
Graham  told  Baptist  PressThe  wai  had  ales,  Graham  said,  while  many  are  not 
destroyed  his  life.  The  Bird,’  the  chief  Olympians,  soldiers,  or  alcoholics,  many 
of  all  his  tormentors,  was  still  bothering  face  other  tormentors, 
him  [in  nightmares!  years  after  the  war.  “I  think  there’s  a  lot  of  Louies  out 
It  wasn’t  until  he  experienced  forgive-  there  still  that  are  broken.  They’re  ad- 
ness  personally  that  he  was  able  to  for-  dieted  to  things  of  this  world,  whether 
give  others,  and  he  served  God  the  rest  it's  drugs  or  alcohol.  They  have  anger 
of  his  life  after  that."  in  their  life,  they’re  miserable.  They  re 

The  film  Unbroken  paints  an  incom-  looking  for  hope  in  life,  and  they’re 
plete  picture  by  not  including  Louis’  de-  trying  to  find  an  answer,  and  that  an- 
cision  to  follow  Christ,  Graham  said.  “To  swer  is  the  person  and  the  work  of 
us  that’s  one  of  the  most  important  parts  Jesus  Christ. 

of  Louie’s  life.  People  have  a  misconcep-  “That’s  the  same  message  we  want  to 
tion  that  when  Louis  came  back  from  throw  and  show  everybody  in  the  short 
the  war,  and  he  hugged  his  family,  that  film  called  Captured  by  Grace." 
everything  was  peachy  and  rosy,  every-  The  30-minute  BGEA  documentary 
thing  looked  good*  hot  that’s  when  actu-  draws  from  Zamperini’s  own  testimo- 
aliyhe  was  broken  the  most.  ny  and  his  longtime  relationship  with 

“It  was  those  years  after  the  war,  when  Buly  Graham.  The  documentary  can 
he  had  fame,  he  had  everything  given  to  be  viewed  at  no  charge  at  billygraham. 
him...  but  deep  down  inside  he  was  wres-  tv.  A  DVD  with  bonus  footaae  and  the 
tling  with  some  demons  in  his  life  and  it  1992  World  Wide  Pictures  nun,  “Zam- 
was  anger  and  hatred,  and  he  wanted  to  perini:  Still  Carrying  the  Torch,  can  be 
murder  his  captors,  and  so  he  had  night-  obtained  for  donations  to  BGEA  of  any 

mares  every  night,  tormented  again,  by  dollar  amount.  _ , 

his  captors,  in  his  dreams  that  is.  "It  s  available  to  everyone.  So.  anybody 
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Collegiate  resources  web  site  open,  ready  for  visits 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga  (BP)  - 

The  Collegiate  Collective  web¬ 
site  has  launched  with  the  vi¬ 
sion  of  becoming  a  one-stop 
shop  for  the  best  practices  in 
collegiate  ministry. 

“Our  whole  goal  with  Col¬ 
legiate  Collective  is  to  elevate 
and  advance  the  Gospel  on 
campus,"  said  Rahul  Agarwal, 
the  director  of  Baptist  Colle¬ 
giate  Ministries  (BCM)  in  the 
Tampa,  Fa.,  area.  “We’ve  found 
that  there  hasn’t  been  one 
place  to  go  to  for  best  practices 
for  high  impact  people,  so  our 
goal  is  to  create  a  resource  that 


helps  a  lot  of  people  go  to  one 
place  to  learn  now  to  do  college 
ministry  and  reach  their  cam¬ 
puses  with  the  Gospel. 

Since  the  website’s  launch, 
the  Collegiate  Collective  team 
has  released  two  written  arti¬ 
cles  and  a  podcast  each  week, 
as  well  as  a  video  every  other 
week.  The  team  has  also  post¬ 
ed  free  Bible  studies  for  colle¬ 
giate  ministry  leaders  to  use, 
as  well  as  a  free  ebook  written 
by  Worcester  entitled.  Tips  for 
Starting  a  College  Ministry. 

The  website  content  also 
includes  practical  tools  for 


leaders  and  students  to  use, 
such  as  Gospel  Appointments, 
a  relational  model  for  sharing 
the  Gospel.  These  reproduc¬ 
ible  resources  like  Gospel  Ap¬ 
pointments,  along  with  many 
others,  have  been  distributed 
to  more  than  7.000  Colle¬ 
giate  Collective  users  in  just 
three  months. 

In  addition,  the  page  has 
had  more  than  50,000  views 
tracing  from  Florida  to  Illinois 
to  California. 

Just  like  a  team  effort  is  re¬ 
quired  to  collect  and  produce 
tne  content  for  Collegiate  Col¬ 


lective,  an  even  larger  group 
has  come  together  to  fund  the 
website  extending  these  min¬ 
istry'  resources  throughout 
North  America. 

Collegiate  Collective  has 
benefited  Financially  from 
investments  by  NAMB's  col¬ 
legiate  team.  Additionally, 
Life  Way  and  several  state  con¬ 
ventions  have  supported  Col¬ 
legiate  Collective  dv  allowing 
staff  members  time  to  devote 
to  the  work.  The  same  goes  for 
the  local  churches  and  campus 
ministries  represented  on  our 
own  team. 


The  Collegiate  Collective 
team  continues  to  encourage 
people  from  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  get  involved  with  their 
efforts  to  grow  anci  improve 
collegiate  ministry  across  the 
country.  Visit  collegiatecollec- 
tive.com  to  submit  content,  or 
email  the  Collegiate  Collective 
team  at  hello<&  collegiatecol- 
lective.com. 

Join  the  conversation  on 
collegiate  ministry  by  com¬ 
menting  on  the  website’s  con¬ 
tent  or  following  Collegiate 
Collective  on  Twitter  at  (frCol- 
legiateColl. 
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well  just  have  the  battle  of  the 
He  headed  off  to  his  responsibi 


It  was  a  cold,  cold  January  day  and  I 
was  walking  across  the  campus  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  after  attending  a  meet¬ 
ing.  1  ran  into  Dr.  Ivan  Parke  out  there  on 
the  campus  and  of  course  ?fter  saying  hi  to 
each  other  our  conversation  immediately 
turned  to  the  weather.  “Man,  it’s  cold," 

I  said,  to  which  he  responded,  “I  like  it" 
“You  have  got  to  be  kidding,"  1  responded 
“No,"  he  said,  "1  remember  one  hot  August 
day  when  the  humidity  was  high  and 
the  heat  was  higher  and  1  thought  about 
how  wonderful  it  would  be  to  nave  a  day 
like  this  and  1  told  the  Lord  I  wouldn’t 
complain.  1  look  forward  to  the  cool,  cod 
weather."  So  1  said,  "We  can  blame  this 
cold  ccM  weather  on  you.  Ido  not  like 
cold  weather.  1  despise  it  and  I  am  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  weather  will  be  warm."  With 
a  smile  and  a  gentle  spirit  he  said  “Well, 
well  see  who  arts  their  prayers  answered." 
Obviously,  in  die  middle  of  January,  my 
desire  for  warm  days  were  few  and  far 


fatral,  executive  director-trei 
mi  Baptist  Ceaveetioa  Board 


Prayer  Wars 


went  on  to  my  car. 

I  walked  along  thinking  about  my 
prayer  life  and  seriously  what  I  asked  for 
sometimes.  The  Bible  says  that  we  are 
supposed  to  pray  and  I  do.  It  says  that 
Jesus  taught,  “Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given 
you;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you"  fMatt  7:7)- 
And  so  I  ask,  seek,  knock  and  desire  for 
the  Lord  to  answer  my  requests,  but 
suddenly  on  that  day  1  realized  that  often 
what  I’m  praying  for  is  really  not  in  line 
with  what  others  may  need  or  what  God 
may  want.  James  teus  us  about  prayer 
that  we  have  not  because  we  ask  not 
(4:2).  Now  there  are  a  lot  of  people  who 
would  say,  “Well,  1  ask  all  the  time  and 
He  doesn’t  give  me  what  1  want."  Well, 
He  didn’t  stop  when  He  said,  “You  have 
not  because  you  ask  not"  The  verse  con¬ 


tinues,  "Ye  ask,  atod  receive  not,  because 
ye  ask  amiss”  (4:3).  You  ask  wrongly. 

You  miss  the  purpose  and  plan  of  God  in 
praying  and  asking. 

I  remember  a  time  years  ago  when 
my  son  was  playing  little  league  baseball. 
They  had  a  game  coming  up  one  afternoon 
and  before  we  could  ever  get  to  the  game, 
the  rains  came.  We  were  in  a  semi- 
drought  at  the  time  and  the  fanners  and 
folks  with  gardens  desperately  needed  and 
wanted  a  rain  apd  on  mat  afternoon  the 
rains  came.  A  httie  league  baseball  player 
got  real  upset  because  it  rained  out  his 
game  and  He  wanted  to  play.  I  remember 
trying  to  reason  with  him  and  tell  him  of 
ad  the  people  who  were  being  blessed  by 
the  rain  and  how  many  people  were  farm¬ 
ers  who  depended  on  the  ram  to  provide 
a  living  for  their  family.  At  the  time,  it  did 
not  faze  him  the  slightest.  My  theologi¬ 


cal  perspective  and  my  care  for  the  rest  of 
th  e  worid  did  not  bend  his  expression  of 
desire  to  play  baseball  that  afternoon.  The 
prayer  wars  were  real  to  him  that  day  and 
he  had  lost  the  bottle. 


In  our  world  of  Baptist  life  you  some¬ 
times  hear  of  people  concerned  about 
getting  their  way  in  church  or  on  some 
issue  and  theological  wars  break  out  and 
music  wars  erupt  and  personal  prefer¬ 
ence  wars  create  skirmishes  across  the 
landscape  and  prayer  wars  that  could 
be  stated  something  like,  “1  want  God 
to  do  what  1  want  Him  to  do.  1  want  my 
will  done  and  1  want  it  now.”  Often  we 
fail  to  stop  and  consider  are  there  great 
needs  in  the  Jives  of  others  that  we're 
not  understanding,  or  even  consider 
could  the  will  of  God  possibly  be  some¬ 
thing  other  than  what  l  am  demand¬ 
ing.  No,  all  we  think  about  is  I  want  to 
<make  my  point.  1  want  my  will  done.  1 
want  things  to  be  done  my  way.  I  want 
my  song  to  be  sung.  I  want  the  theoL 
ogy  to  fit  niy  mindset.  I  want  to  play  my 
baseball  game. 

Sometimes  the  will  of  God  needs  to  be 
factored  in  to  whatever  His  that  you  are 
feeling  and  wanting.  For  me,  I  walked 
on  through  the  breeze  of  a  cold  January 


morning  realizing  that  the  reason  H  was 
the  wayjt  was  is  because  God,  in  His  sea¬ 
son,  rifted  the  earth  and  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  winter  and  that’s  what  winter 
brings  so  enjoy  it  Deal  with  it  Move 
on.  For  the  day  will  come  when  August 
will  arrive  again  and  in  the  plan  and 
purposes  of  God,  the  earth  win  tilt  the 
other  way  and  wonderful  warm  humid 
weather  wiU  be  with  us  again.  Dr.  Parke 
will  probably  not  be  happy  but  I  will  be 
at  least  for  a  season  after  which  hi^mile 
wiU  return  and  1  will  be  lookipgior  warm 
clothes  and  a  place  to  hibe/nate.  We 
aU  live  in  a  continuing  cyde  of  seasons 
planned  by  God.  Each  of  the  seasons 
brings  its  uniaueness  that  may  or  may 
not  fit  your  delights  but  it  is  be?t,  best  for 
the  land,  best  for  what  God  has  in  store 
for  the  days  ahead,  best  for  a  lot  of  other 
folks,  some  who  need  to  be  wanned  up 
and  some  who  need  to  be  cooled  down. 
Whichever  section  you  happen  to  sit  in 
just  try  to  sit  back  and  enjoy,  be  flexible 
and  realize  that  your  kind  of  weather  may 
be  just  around  tne  corner. 

A  final  word  about  the  prayer  wars  - 
maybe  the  best  thing  for  all  of  us  to  do 
is  to  tiv  to  shape  our  prayers  aimed  for 
much  Digger  tilings  than  just  the  temper¬ 
ature  andnaving  our  way  about  things. 

To  begin  to  think  in  terms  of  a  world  that 
needs  to  know  that  Jesus  loves  them.  To 
exhibit  before  that  worid  of  people,  God’s 
people,  who  have  experienced  mat  love 
andean  translate  that  love  into  living 
care  for  those  around  us  so  that  whatever 
is  happening  with  the  weather,  sleet  or 
snow,  rain  or  cold,  or  blessed  warmth,  we 
wifl  stay  busy  doing  what  He  has  called 
us  to  do  and  being  what  He  wants  us  to 
be.  When  we  do,  we  can  all  get  on  the 
same  page  praying  together. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dire c- 

.  “  -  r  -  - 


NOBTS  releases  list  of  courses 
for  Jackson  Extension  Center 


TERRY.  Ma.  (Special)  -  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 
will  be  offering  Spring  2015 
undergraduate  classes  through 
Leavell  College’s  Jackson 
Extension  Center  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  in  Madison.  The 
classes  will  meet  on  Mondays, 
starting  on  January  26: 

■  Personal  Spiritual 
Disciplines,  9-10  a.m. 
(One  hour  credit)  Instruc¬ 
tor:  John  Pace,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Terry. 

■  Old  Testament  Ex¬ 
egesis:  Joshua  and  Judg¬ 
es,  10  a.m. -1  p.m.  (Three 
hours  credit)  Instructor:  Ben 
Hutchinson,  Old  Testament/ 
Hebrew  Ph.D.  student  and 
student  minister  at  Wynndale 
Church,  Terry. 

■  New  Testament  Sur¬ 
vey,  1-4  p.m.  (Three  hours 
credit)  Instructor:  Tommy 
Jarrett,  associate  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church. 

■  Introduction  to  Coun¬ 
seling,  4-7  p.m.  (Three 
hours  credit)  Instructor:  Char¬ 
lie  Boudreaux,  counseling  and 
congregational  care  pastor  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 


For  more 
information 

To  start  the  applica¬ 
tion  and  enrollment  pro¬ 
cess.  contact  John  Pace, 
Jackson  Extension  Cen¬ 
ter  director,  by  telephone 
at  (601)  569-9352,  by  e- 
mail  at  thepecepackffaoi. 
com  or  at  tha  nobts  edu 
website. 

To  view  the  cycle  of 
classes  offered  as  well  es 
other  important  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  extension 
center,  visit  nobts.edu/ 
E  x  tensions/ LAM  SC  en¬ 
ter  s/  Jackson  1  html. 


Through  the  extension 
program,  NOBTS  offers  lo¬ 
cal,  accredited,  affordable 
theological  training  that  al¬ 
lows  students  access  to  high 
quality  seminaiy  education 
without  relocating.  Through 
the  Jackson  Center,  students 
can  pursue  and  obtain  an  As¬ 
sociate  in  Christian  Ministry 


Degree  and/or  a  Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

NOBTS  offers  classes  in 
a  variety  of  formats  that  al-' 
lows  students  to  cater  their 
schedule  to  meet  their  needs. 
Students  can  combine  classes 
at  the  extension  center  with 
online  classes,  workshops, 
conference-based  courses, 
and  hybrid  courses  to  obtain 
the  requirements  needed  for 
their  degree. 

To  view  the  cycle  of  classes 
offered  as  well  as  other  im¬ 
portant  information  about  the 
extension  center,  visit  nobts. 
edu/Extensions/LAMSCen- 
ters/ Jacksoni.html. 

For  more  information,  or 
to  start  the  application  and 
enrollment  process,  contact 
John  Pace,  Jackson  Extension 
Center  director,  by  telephone 
at  (601)  559-9352,  by  e-mail 
at  thepacepack@aol.com,  or 
at  the  nobts.edu  website. 

Norris  Grubbs,  regional 
dean  for  Louisians  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  may  be  contacted 
toll-free  at  (800)  NOBTS01, 
ext.  3301,  or  by  e-mail  it 
lmextasst@nobts.edu. 


HZXVAF,  JXZ  FYD~VS  JXZ  AVGF 
LVNZJX,  YCF  JXD  QOVPA  QXYAA  HZ 
FPBPFZF  PC  JXZ  NPFQJ  VS  JXZZ. 

UZLXYGPYX  SVKGJZZC:  VCZ 
Clue:  H  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Obadiah  v.15 
By  Charias  Marx.  1932-2004.0  2005 


MSL4  udio  llc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Hooper  Hales 

info6£msaud»ol)c .  com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
CHmo n.  MS  30060 


Ph  601-023-9947 
Fax  601-924-2680 
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ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


W  £  WORKSHOPS 

H  20-21,  2015  I  BROADMOOR  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  MAI 


FINAL  CAU 

Visit  our  Web  Mte  to  download  tbe  information  you  will  need  to  get  your  radio, 
televisor,  video  or  Web  site  entry  reody  to  enter  tbe 
2015  Witnessing  Through  Medio  Awards  Competition 


hup:// www  mbcb  org/bosin0$»*mn*cm/commvnicohon-mrvKm*/witn*ss'ngJb  rough  jtwcIkj/ 

Entry  deadline  is  Jam»ary  13,  101 S. 


February  5-6,  2015 
Oakdale  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 
Conference  registration:  noon 

Featuring:  Jim  Whitmire 

Also  featuring  the  Mississippi  College  Singers,  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Singing  Churchwomen 


For  more  information  contact  Communication  Services, 
MBCB  at  SOO-748-1651,  txt.  378,  or  601-292-3378; 
E-moil:  jchenOmbcb.org 


For  more  information  contact  the  Church  Musk:  Dept  at 
§00-744*165) .  Ext  267.  or  601-292-3267.  E  mail  palfordOmbcb  org 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Commitot  839  Form  TrM  NE .  Brookhavwv 
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VALLEY  QKNt  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
PONTOTOC  COUNTY  0  SEEKING  A 
RILUTME  AMVOR  BL VOCATIONAL 


OMBF 

The  MiS&SSITW  SAfflSt  fOONOATiON 


It’s  not  too  late)  you  can  stlt)  register  for  a 

free  Estate  Planning  Phone  Seminar 

Gain  access  to  up-to-date,  targeted  information  presented 
toll-free  by  PhUanthroCorp  in  association  with  your  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  _  .... 

.  One  day,  two  times  left: 


January  29 
10  a.m.  or  3  p.m. 


IWo  ways  to  register 

Call  the  Foundation  at  601.292.3210  or  email  foundationembcb.org 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PROFESSIONAL  H0U8ECUEAMNG  AS  WWW.SMOKYIIOUNTAINSUPERSTORE. 

NEEDED;  prt  Inentfly.  f'm  highly  recom-  COM.  Shop  24/7  tor  af  you  Smokies 
mended  601-9654997  Goodies  Honeys.  Sorghum.  Jams  (tocaly 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and  g*"*- JTSSlL  aJZ 

repairs  Hopper  Stamed  Gtaee.  Jackson.  PWjctalFtae  Shaping  AvaMW  CbrMton 
601 -r02 -0202  owned  end 


On  January  18 


CHURCH, 


BEEBE  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  WAS¬ 
TE*  OF  MUSIC  TO  LEAD  OUR  BLENOED 
WORSHIP  SERVICES  Located  in  central 
Arkansas  Union  Valley  has  an  average  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  of  500.  TNsindMdutfwB 
be  responsMe  tor  feeding  adult  and  youth 
choirs,  as  well  ae  toe  praise  bend.  Send 
resume  to  bmapeikseoenturytal.net 


screens  Cal  Tom  Cook  601-709-4879 
WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
COM.  Chnskar  owned  Don  &  Rka  Sebren. 
801-892-2092  A I  home  mprovements  sid¬ 
ing.  energy  effioent  windows,  metal  8  shmgte 
rooH.screer  &  sunrooms  paio  covers,  fecks. 
room  addbions.  tatohen  A  beti  upgrade^ 
QATUNBUNG  RENTALS;  Cabrn  $9S**e 
and  Condo  S75m4e  Contact  832  922  0401 
or  E-mad  pdw4780@att  net  lor  ntomwbon 
and  booking 


MS  POSITIONS 


SPRMG  m±  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
WATERFORD,  MB.  In  search  tor  a  Huebend 
and  HIM*  to  work  wMi  youti  end  chtten  r 
he  church  Contact  by  phone  M  682-252- 
5131  (Lesve  Message  if  no  answer)  or  MM 
resume  to  PO  Box  60  WataHont  Ms  38885 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  SUMRALL, 
MRS.,  SEEKS  FULL-TME  MMSTER  TO 
CHRDRENRXRECTOR  OF  CMLDREM*S 
MMeTRKS.  Bachelor's  degree  required 
(seminary  pretarred)  prior  experience 

I  working  Mh  chldren  end  in  oongie^|Mtonel 

ence(aB*M 


pretarred)  Send  resume  end  cover  letter  to 
I  nfeeQtoiewiwIfes _ _ 


THE  HBTORtC  NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH 
OF  OXFORD  S  PRAYING  FOR  OUR  NEW 
BfVO-WORSMP  MINISTER'  Ate  are  ff 
exbbng  growth,  mulb  staied  hungry  to  wor- 

s  u mm  _ _ j _ - - 

Snip1  rVM  n80C  fmliog^neraoondi  expenen ce 

chudvwife  mmstry  capable.  Ate  have  great 

be  developed;  Ful  audio-video  package;  7 
rvtfss  from  Ota  Mtae  -Come  or/  Rdsunds 


BEACON  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
PHRADELPHUL  MB  0  ACCEPTING  RE¬ 
SUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  PASTOR. 
Ptesee  send  resumes  to  517  Woodtond  HRs 
Drfce.  PNtodtapNa.  MS  39350 
BETHEL  BAPTMT  CHURCH  A  SMALL 
COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
AND  RULEVRLE.  M0S.  0  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  Bl- 
VOCAHOHAL  PASTOR  N  1  Apr!  2015 
Please  tend  resumes  to  P  O  Boa  249.  Drew 
Mlee  38737 

FBC  MMDENHALL  0  ACCEPTING 
RESU0ES  FOR  A  MM0TER  OF  MUSIC 
Pto«e  send  reeune  to  PO  Bn  386  Men- 
denhel.  MS  39114.  or  email  to  ewanenQ 
tocmendenhal  org 


Over  30  members  of  SALEM  CHUMCH,  KEWANEE.  went  out  Christmas  caroling  and  deliv- 
ering  food  to  seniors  and  shut-ina  around  the  community  in  December. 


The  children  and  youth  of  HICKORY  GROVE  CHURCH,  LAMAR,  presented  the  Christmas 
story  in  scripture  and  song  Dec.  21. 


m* 


oni 


The  Brotherhood  of  GRIFFITH 
MEMORIAL  CHURCH, 
JACKSON,  served  lunch  to 
patients,  residents,  and  staff  at 
the  Whitfield  Mississippi  State 
Hospital  on  December  13.  In 
addition  to  the  lunch,  the  group 
provided  fruit  cookies,  bags 
of  candy,  hooded  jackets,  and 
gloves.  There  was  also  time 
for  Christmas -carols.  Pictured 
from  left  to  right  Rick  Bew- 
ley,  Johnny  Covington,  Glenn 
Henrington,  Jimmy  Broome, 
Robed  Killingsworth,  Paul 
Sheffield,  Robin  Hood,  Pastor 
Andy  Fullington,Tony  Hudgins, 
Steve  McWhorter,  and  Antony 
Hudgins. 


an*** 


- K* 


burned  the  note  on 
their  Multipurpose 
Building.  Construc¬ 
tion  of  the  $3.8M 
MPB  began  in  the 
fall  of  2010  and  the 
note  was  paid  in 
full  on  December 
29,  2014.  Shown  are 
James  Johnson,  Sue 
Bankston,  Don  Vine¬ 
yard,  pastor  Clarence 
Cooper,  Jr.,  Gary 
LaRose,  Larry  Watts, 
and  Larry  Milner. 
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College  News 


The  Miss  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  Scholarship 
Pageant  was  held  on  November 
20. The  contestants  inducted 
Katie  Sippet  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
third  runner-up  and  winner  of 
the  Amy  E.  Allen  Cash  Award 
for  highest  grade  point  average; 
Brians  Exum  of  Aurora,  Colo., 
first  runner-up  and  preliminary 
evening  gown  winner;  Katie 
Sims  of  Purvis,  crowned  Miss 
WCU  2015  and  preliminary  tal¬ 
ent  award  winder;  Kaytee  Miller 
of  Leakesville,  second  runner- 
up  and  preliminary  interview 
winner  and  Pabecca  Croker  of 
Vandeava,  fourth  runner-up. 


Forty-two  WILUAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  students  were 
inducted  into  the  Mississippi 
Beta  chapter  of  the  Alpha  Chi 
National  College  Honor  Soci¬ 
ety  on  January  14.  Member¬ 
ship  into  Alpha  Chi  is  limited 
to  no  more  than  10  percent  of 
the  junior,  senior  and  graduate 
dass  members.  Carey  stu¬ 
dents  must  have  at  least  a  3.70 
xgrade  point  average  on  the  4.0 
scale  to  qualify  for  member¬ 
ship.  The  student  officers  for 
2014-2015  are  Erin  Ford  of  Col¬ 
lins,  president;  Lexi  Davis  of 
Leakesville,  vice  president;  and 
Kendal  Banks  of  Wiggins. 


200  Hwy  7  North,  Greenwood,  MS  38930 

March  1 ,  2015  7:00  p.m. 

Purchase  tickets  at  ITickets.com  or 

NORTH  GREENWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURH 

615  Grand  Boulevard,  Greenwood,  MS  38930  -  662-455-2801 
$  25  General  Admission  $  40  Artist  Ckde 
$  35  VIP  Ticket  Upgrade  Indudes  pre-concert  Meet  and  Greet 


—  a  political  appointee  of  the 
Democrat  mayor  —  conducted 
his  own  review  of  the  signa¬ 
tures  and  declared  an  insuf¬ 
ficient  number  had  been  col¬ 
lected. 


“Feldman  did  not  have  the 

legal  authority  to  intervene 

with  the  validation  and  acted 
as  judge,  juiy,  and  executioner 
by  declaring  2,750  entire  peti¬ 
tions  invalid  due  to  his  claim 
of  technical  problems,”  said 
Dave  Welch,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  anti-HERO  Houston 
Area  Pastors  Council,  in  an 


Aug.  7  press  release. 

Walch  waa  one  of  five  anti- 

HERO  leaders  who  had  their 
personal  and  sermon  notes 
subpoenaed  by  Parker  and 
Feldman.  Widespread  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  move  re¬ 
sulted  in  Parker  backing  down 
and  ordering  the  subpoenas 
withdrawn. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
newt  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
arfemail  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  AH  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  wtH  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virgs 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  whan,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


via  email  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs  must 
^  be  dear,  sharp,  and  WelHighted.  Photographs 
'  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  wHI  be  printed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wilt  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

Ther»  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wiH  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  aril  net  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
AH  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  wvl  efl 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  tune 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  3920G0630  FAX:  (601)  292- 
3330  E  mail  baptistrecordBmbcb.org. 


Need  ii  light? 

'  1  .mi  tin.  it^iu  «ii  till  vtot  Ul. 

W  liom-r  follows  nit  will  not  w;ilk 
in  darkness  hut  will  haw  the 
light  of  lilt  /*  1  .|oh  11  S:  1 2 1 

Him  pit  share  the  following  prawr 
with  i »od  in  \otir  own  words: 

1.  I  <>rd.  I  admit  that  I  need  >011. 
( I  haw  sinned. I 

2.  I  want  lorgiwiiess  for  m\  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  1 1  repent.  1 
3.  I  heliew  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  ilie  graw  to  forgiw  im  sins 
and  to  restore  m\  relationship 
with  toil.  <1  heliew  in  Jesus. 1 
4.  lit  faith.  I  imite  Jesus  (hrist 
into  m\  life.  I  rom  this  time  on, 

I  *  ant  to  liw  in  a  !n\ing  relationship 
with  liim.ll  rcceiw  (  hrist  as 
hi'  Sa%  ior  .md  I  ord.l 

”Hiil  as  main  .is  ret  t  ried  him.  In  them  he  gaw 
the  right  to  heroine  children  of  (,<»d.  t  wn  to 
those  who  heliew  in  his  name.'*  (John  I:I2» 
II  >ou  make  a  decision  for  (hrist  today.  tout  art  a 
lotal  Southern  Baptist  ehnreh  tor  spiritual  guidance. 
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Sunday  School  Lesmhpor  January  25,  2015 


Be  Faithful  in  Adversity  •  Nehemiah  6:1-19 

Introduction  l.  Doing  God’s  w 

Adversity  circumstantially  does  not  opjxwiBon. 
discriminate.  Consequently,  in  the  Book  To  take  personi 
of  Ecclesiastes,  the  Preacher  complained,  logical  unless  one, 

“For,  just  like  die  fool,  there  is  no  lasting  *  *  •-* 

remembrance  of  the  wise  ma 

inSat  the  wise  man  dies  just 
(2:16,  HCSB;  see  also  Ps.  491 

sholr^v^ 


rk  stirs  up  arrested,  he  denied  Jesus  (LJl  22:54-62).  intensive  participle.  It  therefore  indicates 

“Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  that  the  opposition  was  relentless  because 
y  a  personal  attack  is  [Godl”  (Heb.  U:6l  participles  convey  continuous  action, 

presenting  God,  does  Nehemiah,  under  duress,  opted  to  trust  God-haters,  like  bullies,  may  be  cowards, 
ch  unsettling  and  of-  God  He  thwarted  enemy  scare  tactics  but  they  are  still  dangerous, 
the  perspective  that  by  praying.  The  transcript  of  twjp  of  his 

prayers  appears  in  chapter  6  (w.  9, 14).  3.  Finishing  God's  work  silences  the 

2.  Doing  Gods  work  wefl  spurs  the  “A  city  set  on  a  hiD  cannot 

opposition  to  persist.  be  hidden”  (Mt  6:14).  Ihe  same  can  be  said 

Before  reconstruction  in  Jerusalem  Gods  ^ork.  lt  impasses,  revealing 

his  glory  (Ps.  19:1;  Rom.  1:18-20).  It  also 
attracts  opposition  like  light  draws  moths. 

Rv  completing  God’s  work  (better  than 
retaliating),  Nehemiah  sent  a  message 
that  the  enemy  could  not  ignore.  They 
“lost  their  confidence”  (6:16,  NASB;  liter 


God  gave  Samuel  helps.  “They  have  not 
rejected  you,  but  they  nave  rejected  me’  (1 
Sam.  8:7,  NASB). 

God-haters  ( Rora.  4:50)  always  outnum¬ 
ber  God-fearers.  Note  the  occurrence  of  _ _ J _ _ _ . 

plural  language  (NASB)  in  chapter  6:  ’ene-  began,  the  opposition  reared  its  ugly 
mies”  (w.  1, 16),  “aB  of  them”  (v.  9),  “proph-  head.  It  was  a  preemptive  strike  (2:19), 

■rib  but  Nehe¬ 
miah  and 
his  fellow 
workers 
were  un¬ 
daunted 
(2:20;  4:1- 
5).  Chap¬ 
ters  4  and 
6  chart 
their  re¬ 
markable 


conscience  so  that  in  the  thing  in  which  you  and  “many" 
are  slandered,  those  who  revile  your  good  (v.18).  '  I 

behavior  in  Christ  will  be  put  to  shame”  (1  T  h  e  M 

Pet  3:16,  NASB).  God-haters 

Paul,  addressing  the  Corinthians,  testi-  tried  to  I 

fied,  "We  are  afflicted  in  every  way,  but  not  “frighten"''  W 
crushed;  perplexed, but  not  despairing;  per-  Nehemiah  ■ 

scouted,  but  not  forsaken;  struts;  doyn,  but  (6:9,  13-14, 
not  destroyed"  (2  Cor.  4:9-10).  Nehemiah ’s  19),  the  God-feai 

testimony  would  have  been  comparable.  rightly  believed 

In  chapters  2.  4,  6,  and  13,  Nehemiah  sinful  (6:13).  W 
never  mentioned  Satan,  but  he  did  name  6:25-34;  Phil.  4:1 
three  “flesh  and  blood"  foes:  Sanballat,  consider  Abraha 
Tobiah,  and  Geshem.  These  ruthless  men  came  a  liar  when 
resorted  to  rage  (4.1*  7),  mockery  (4:1,  3),  20;  20:1-18).  ( 

discouragement  (4:2;  6:9),  violence  (4:8,  They  whined  wh 
11-12;  6:1-2),  Bes  (6:5-9),  and  threats  (6:9,  caused  anxiety 
19).  To  harass  effectively,  they  appeared  in  16:1-12;  17:1-7;  > 
person  (2:19-20),  wrote  letters  (6:5-9, *9X  14*45;  16:1-50;  2 

and  recruited  others  (4:2, 7-8;  6:10-13).  Peter.  Unnerved 


Ready  to  Help  the  Poor  •  Deuteronomy  15:7-1 1 

There  V*  poor  and  then  there  are  tightfisted!  Scriptures  are  very  plain  re-  Perhaps  our  unworthy  thought  occurs 
those  who  are  poor!  The  Bible  uses  the  garding  the  attitude  of  our  heart  toward  when  we  assume  the  worst.  Many  times 
word  poor  in  two  different  contexts,  tne  poor  and  following  through  with  ac-  our  thoughts  lead  us  to  believe  the  Door 
“Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  tion.  In  the  Luke  12:31-34  Jesus  spoke  person  is  in  this  condition  because  oflazi- 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven”  (Matt.  5:3,  about  riving  to  thepoor.  The  commentary  ness  or  their  own  poor  choices.  Others  are 
NASB).  The  poor  in  spirit  arethose  who  from  fte  Study  Bible  for  Women  states:  in  poverty  because  of  the  unwise  choices 
are  spiritually  bankrupt.  They  recog-  The  Lord  does  not  lead  every  follower  to  of  others,  lack  of  education,  natural  di- 
nize  their  need  for  God  with  deep  hu-  sell  everything  to  give  to  the  poor,  but  He  sasters  and  even  government  oppression, 
mility.  Then  there  are  the  poor,  those  does  expect  every  follower  to  be  willing  The  opposite  of  grudgingly  is  giving  free- 
who  are  homeless  or  destitute,  living  in  to  do  so  without  hesitation,  knowing  that  ly.  When  we  rive  freely  and  obediently  as 
poverty  in  various  degrees.  In  America  the  only  treasure  of  any  value  is  whatever  unto  the  Lord,  our  motive  and  attitude 

we  continue  to  enjoy  comfortable  life-  is  eternal—  _ changes. 

styles.  This  includes  fobs,  home,  food,  the  souls  7s  &Ive 


Studies  for  Life 

h  Laura  Leathers 


Phillips  is  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention  in  Jef¬ 
ferson  City.  His  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press. 


and  might  pass  the  tests  of 
apostolicity  and  orthodoxy,  it 
would  fail  the  test  of  catholic¬ 
ity.  There  is  no  evidence  this 
letter  was  read  widely  in  the 
early  church. 

Tne  key  is  to  remember  that 


the  rest  of  the  church  and  lists 
the  books  that  Christians  still 
accept  today. 

Back  to  our  original  ques¬ 
tion:  What  if  Paul  s  earlier 
letter  is  discovered?  While  the 
letter  would  be  instructive. 


PHILLIPS 

com.  from  p  2 

than  AD  367,  when  Athana¬ 
sius,  bishop  of  Alexandria, 
writes  his  Easter  encyclical  to 


the  canon  of  Scripture.  The 
tests  of  apostolicity,  catho¬ 
licity,  and  orthodox)'  do  not 
determine  which  books  are 
inspired.  They  simply  help  us 
discover  them. 


Just  for  the  Record 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN.  presented  a 

Christmas  drama,  Come  See  the  Lamb,  Dec-  21. Tim  Johnson, 
youth/music  minister.  Jay  Anderson,  pastor. 


In  other  Church 
News: 

►  Fellowship  Church,  Bede- 
fontaine,  is  hosting  a  Hunter's 
Extravaganza  Jan.  24,  6  p.m. 

Free  meal,  door  prizes.  Jon  Paul 
Moody,  World  Predator  Calling 
Champion,  guest  speaker.  Wear 
camo. 

►  Brandon  Church,  Brandon, 

is  hosting  the  annual  Romanian- 
American  Mission  Banquet  Jan. 

23, 6  p.m.  Tickets,  $15,  available 
through  (601)824-1781.  Paul 
Marica,  Negresti,  Romania, 
guest  speaker.  For  information, 
call  (601)613-3305. 

►  The  Children’s  Ministry  of 
Raymond  Road  Church,  Jack- 
son,  sponsored  a  Lattes  for  Lot¬ 
tie  Coffee  Shop  in  December. 

They  raised  $334-49  for  the  The  youth  of  CORINTH  CHURCH,  HEIDELBERG,  went 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer-  Christmas  Caroling  Dec.  20  to  share  with  some  families  in 

4  mg.  Cindy  Sansing,  Minister  to  need. The  youth  collected  food  items  over  a  period  of  10  days 
Children  To  deliver  with  their  carols. 


2015  State 
Evangelism 
Conference 

Brandon  Baptist  Church 
100  Brandon  Baptist 
Drive,  Brandon 


(6-7  30  p  m  ) 
January  26 
(9:15  a.m  -7.30  p.m.) 


NORTH  CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  conducted  a  recent 

mission  trip.  The  team  sorted  and  boxed  over  10,000  pieces  of 
literature  and  books  for  shipment  oversees.  Pictured  ere  Alex 
Ferguson,  Alexis  Brown,  Kayla  Dees,  Emily  Brown,  Casalee 
Burroughs  and  Courtney  Dees. 


DOTY  SPRINGS  CHURCH,  ETHEL,  honored  two  cur¬ 
rent  outgoing  deacons  recently.  Each  were  presented  with  a 
certificate  of  recognition  of  service  as  well  as  a  resolution  as 
lifetime  deacon  of  Doty  Springs.  From  left  to  right  are  Bobby 
Black  with  total  of  9  years  service  from  2005  -  2014;  Daniel 
Fortenbeny,  Pastor;  and  David  Sims  with  a  total  of  26  total 
years  from  1982  - 1998  as  well  as  from  2005-2014. 


Complimentary 
dinner  Jan.  26,  beginning 
at  4.30  p  m 

From  Interstate  20.  take 
Exit  59  to|LS.  Highway 
80.  Turn  west.  Brandon 
Baptist  Church  is  located 
on*quarter  mile  on  left. 


I  4-vvutnXtal^ 

lCOUNSELINI 


Steve  Roark 


•  3twohour  a 
•Topes  ncJud 


steve  roaHt36>qmaH  com 
662571  7803 
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MID  SOUTH 

HEN  5  BIBLE  CONFERENCE 

February  27  28.  201*3 

I  111  1 1  •  I  (  lit  II  <  1 1 
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if  • 
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Go  to  myfaithbaptist  org 
for  registration  and  information. 


